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Looking for Thrills, Action, Romance, and Adventure? GO WEST!
By Clifford Weimer, inthebalcony.com

Before there was Buffy, Charlie’s Angels, Police Woman, or Emma Peel,
there was Anne Francis as the first major network TV distaff do-gooder,
Honey West. Despite only running for one season (1965-66), the show
maintains a cult following and holds a hallowed place in the memories of
TV mystery and adventure fans.

Honey’s story begins nearly a decade earlier, however; the husband-wife
writing team of Forrest and Gloria Fickling — writing under the
pseudonym G.G. Fickling — created Honey in a series of cheap paperback
novels. The first of them, This Girl for Hire (1957), explained how
Honey inherited the office of her murdered father, renowned L.A. private
investigator Hank West; she didn’t even need to change the “H. West”
name on the front door. A mixture of tongue-in-cheek thrills, potboiler
action, and fairly innocent sex, the Honey West series eventually
encompassed 11 novels before expiring in 1971.

In late 1964, Aaron Spelling, who had been a writer, actor, and producer
for Dick Powell’s TV company, Four Star Productions, was handed the
opportunity to create a new show based on the Honey West novels. In early 1965, an episode of another
Four Star presentation, Burke’s Law, featured gorgeous 35-year-old Anne Francis as the beautiful and
quick-thinking L.A. detective who outwits Amos Burke in solving the murder of the week. Honey was
deemed popular enough to stand on her own two slinky feet, and the TV series Honey West debuted on the
ABC-TV network on September 17, 1965.

James Bondmania was at its peak, and the success of Goldfinger in 1964
heavily influenced the new program. Honey was given a variety of
useful gadgets, including teargas-filled earrings and a lipstick walkie-
talkie. At the same time, she was depicted as very feminine and sensual,
and probably as a nod to Pussy Galore, her ensembles and motif were
decidedly catlike. Oh, yes, and then there’s Bruce, her pet ocelot...

Honey West was a trailblazer, but alas, although she paved the way for

strong female TV icons to follow, her tenure on the tube was short-lived.
Early strong ratings (she followed The Addams Family on the Friday J
night schedule) began to slip; critics loved Miss Francis (she’d cop a e by
Golden Globe award for the role) but thought the show’s obvious low- g |
budget hurt it, and the audience — not finding quite as much sex or ‘
glamour as they’d been promised — soon were leaving in droves to watch the erudite, sophlstlcated humor
of Gomer Pyle, USMC, on CBS. (By reports, ABC intended to renew Honey for a second season in full







